Hyperreflexive behavior in Brattleboro rats.
In two experiments we compared the size of the startle response elicited by shock and acoustic stimuli in animals having a congenital absence of vasopressin (Brattleboro rats) with closely related controls, which do synthesize vasopressin. The rats lacking vasopressin were hyperresponsive to both shock and acoustic stimuli. Inhibition of the acoustic startle by shock prestimuli also was greater in these animals. These results are consistent with reports which indicate that vasopressin attenuates responses to noxious stimuli.